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Shingo Suzuki is an emerging Tokyo-based artist who has developed a distinctive sculptural style
over the past six years. Using synthetic materials and a smooth, pop-inspired finish, his works are

both seductive and pared back, their simple forms concealing a wider social agenda. 7/7, a work
originally exhibited at Command N in 1998, draws its inspiration from the popular American board-
game ‘Game of Life! It comprises six large, plastic kingpins that represent human figures in a pristine
white environment. Measuring approximately 170cms in height, the kingpins are based on the aver-
age height of a 20-year-old Japanese male at the closure of the 1960's, their blank white surfaces

like a tabula rasa awaiting our own meanings and associations. Introduced in Japan in the post-war

Shingo Suzuki
1/1 1998

era, the Game of Life invited players to seek material fulfillment through career, the accumulation of

FRP plastic, mixed media

wealth (a car, a house, financial investment) and status (a family). Suzuki’s work draws attention to kit

the values that have driven capitalist societies like Japan and the US towards economic prosperity. PCQQ;";;:& g
Responding to today’s changed economic times, and the climate of soul-searching that this has g:“"‘“":::*;';'fj;:“‘
prompted, it seems to suggest that a rethinking of social values is necessary to attain equilibrium O mthl

once more.
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